


St. Stephen’s Basilica, the largest church in Budapest, is 
dedicated to Hungary’s first king, St. Stephen. About 8 500 people 
can get in the beautiful Neoclassical cathedral at the same time. 
 
The church is named after Saint Stephen I of Hungary, the first 
King of Hungary (c. 975–1038), whose "incorruptible" right hand is 
said to be housed in the reliquary. 
 
The architectural style is Neo-Classical; it has a Greek 
cross ground plan. The façade is anchored by two large bell 
towers. In the southern tower is Hungary's biggest bell, weighing 
over 9 tonnes (8.9 long tons; 9.9 short tons). Its predecessor had 
a weight of almost 8 tonnes (7.9 long tons; 8.8 short tons), but it 
was used for military purposes during World War II.  
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