MELK BENEDICTINE ABBEY



Melk Abbey is a Benedictine abbey above the town
of Melk, Lower Austria, Austria, on a rocky outcrop
overlooking the Danube river, adjoining the Dachau valley

The abbey contains the remains of several members of
the House of Babenberg, Austria's first ruling dynasty.
Today's Baroque abbey was built between 1702 and 1736.

Particularly noteworthy are the abbey church with
frescos and the library with countless medieval manuscripts.
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HEANEN O N EARTH

entliry the Austrian Church was once again strong.

Only in this way was it able to thwart the great Turkish threat

(siege of Vienna 1683). A very lively faith had brought strength
and was able to develop after having proved itself. The people

e Poximity df their God.
Since they also knew about human suffenng and had to endure
it, th with thew prayers an almﬁph sical plety

nportant crystallization points of
 life: science and art flourished. An
 the one hand was very human: it
large !m’ms in color, in everything
ul ar 1. On the other hand this art
~ wanted to glorify and be like that Wthh was the living center of
| the lives of these men.

P DL E PERSON

Once again one-sidedness, in this case the emphasis on human
reason, was to start processes which were intended to separate
something integral. There are so many aspects to human beings
that are all important. Faithful inwardness gave way to a well-
organized devoutness, which, however, could not stand up to an
increasingly atheistic and secularized world. These thoughts
penetrated deeply into Austria's monasteries, which, contrary to
German developments, had not all been dissolved. The number
of monasteries was reduced, but many continued to exist.

In Austna s monasteries the 19th century was characterized by
a deeply liber: -p@sltion monks had become “Sirs” of the
! 3 able to come into the monasteries only
lity. It became clear that living faith
. of man, that institution must be
t the whole human being is more
This whole person in his ups
 his duties, is culturally effective,
ial relationships. He knows his
yet achieved his goal, but perceives
s goal. He is open to his God.

nplete image of a human body appears
m. The 12th step, which is man in his entirety,

i is the visitor himself.




e PRI 10 THE FUTURE

2velation of the Old mew Testaments it hggame
t there is a God who is there, who lives, who 1& with
man on his journey. Through Jesus Christ it became clear that
this God is a merciful God, who guides man on his way, is near
him injny and sorrow, who always gives a new beginning. The

‘ha  joyous message through the centuries.
and wrong ways, times of well-being and
we realize: God is a God of life,

ner (1966): the Middle Ages

| m they move down the p
. Itis the path of faith, that searc!
0d y life, and through which this community
I “ﬁuqht to Iwe for over 900 vears

eing, who is with him on his |

nity in Melk has Continver‘, ‘

BEITY ON THE MOUNTAIN

adict of Nursia built a monastery in Monte Cassino in 529 - on a
intain: the city on the mountain, which cannot remain hidden. He
es in his rule that the monastic community should live in a fixed
-2, clearly defined and fenced off. The Benedictines have their own
/, that of "stabilitas loci", constancy of location.

:s@ monasteries with churches, libraries, guest wings, and working
1 living quarters for the monks soon became artistically highly
“1able buildings through the monks' work.

~tead of the castle the

was soon a Romanesque building, which
Gothic monastery. Then Abbot Berthold
h the current Baroque building. The
jith great cleverness. In this way he
rin a umform style. All earlier
e for which the new

ue style, but soon
struction plan).
to rebuild the
W monastery
design of the

nast were the
hurch Antonio

tural counterparts
the monastery had been
 wonderful unity.




TO GLORIFY GOD IN EVERYTHING

In the chapter of the Rule of St. Benedict about the monastery's
manual workers (RB 57) the following sentence can be read:
Everything in the monastery should happen in such a way that it is
all for the glorification of God, even the worldly concerns.

On March 21,1089 Benedictine life in prayer and work (ora et labora)
began in Melk. The Babenbergers had established a monastery in
the castle, the burial site of their ancestors, and given it an economic
basis: Land and property, feudal rule.

ory there have been high points in the
e have also been stark declines. It is
ctive spiritual life the economy
, of a decline in monastic life the

=,

ceeds of feudalism and only
After the reforms ending
restructured: Interest from
of the monastery's own
e last decades the
teadily decreased.
income from tourism.

ry's property are used to
80 to maintain the building |
vork in the 23 parishes, and
uties Jobs are provided for many
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