
Chartwell was the principal adult home of 
Sir Winston Churchill. Churchill and his wife  
Clementine bought the property, located two  
miles south of Westerham,  Kent, England, in 1922. 
Extensive renovations simplifying and modernizing 
the home were undertaken directly, completely  
transforming it when complete. 
 
When it became clear to the Churchills in 1946 that 
they could not afford to run the property,  
a consortium of wealthy businessmen organized  
by Lord Camrose purchased the estate. 
The arrangement was that for payment of nominal 
rent both Sir Winston and Lady Churchill would 
have the right to live there until they both died, 
at which point the property would be presented 
to the National Trust.  
 
When Sir Winston died in 1965, Clementine 
decided to present Chartwell to the National 
Trust immediately. 
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